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ll!BA CITY - Former Navajo Chairman J-'eter IVIal'vuu....... • .. ~ 
vier ch;~irman and 30 others we~ indicted by a Phoenix Feder;~! 
Grand Jury on Tueaday for their roles in a Window Rock riot two 
years ago that left s.ix Navajo pollee officers injured and two Nava· 
to men dead . 

The 18-<ount indictment follows a two-year-long investigation by 
tht Navajo Police D~partrnent and tht FBI . said Pam Gullett, an 
a5sistant U.S. attomey. 

'Tht indictment charses 32 individuals with various crimes in­
cluding conspiracy to overthrow the Navajo govemm('nt. kidnapp­
in&. assault with a dangerous weapon, assault resulting In serious 
bodily injury, robbery, (and) burglary of the tribal administration 
and finance building," Gullett .-id. 

Sht Aid summonses wUl be served on all of the defendants this 
week that order thtm to appear in Phoenix for arraignment . ~nch 
warrants will be issu~ for those who fail to appear, Gullett added . 

Killed by police bullets dW'ing the riot July 20, 1989. day were 
James Didison, 57, and Arnold Begay, .27. 

MacDonald. 63, who was convitted in two tribal c:ourt trials l~st 
year on 52 corruption charges, and indicted on federal racketetring 
ch~rges in Marcn, ranains under a tribal court o~r not to speak 
to the prrss. 

Among those indict~ arc former Vier Chairman Johnny R. 

EPA accused of 
~environmental racism' 

By VALERIE T AUMAN CHAVEZ 
Special to N.avafo Times 

ALBUQUERQUE - The Environmental Protection Agency was 
accustd yesterday of "environmental racism •· by members of the 
Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic Justice, a 
mulli•cultural. multi·national organization reprrsenting hundred5 of 
organization5 and individuals in ei3ht Southwestern states. 

The Southwest Network held press conference-s and demonstra• 
tionr. at Kirkland Air Force Base in Albuquergue, N.M. and at EPA 
regional offices in San Francisco, Calif., and Dallas. Texas to call 
a1tent1on to EPA policies and pradicie& that they say contribute to 
environmental degradation, illness and death in minority com­
munities . 

The EPA's track record on Indian rese-rvations is weak and some 
N.anjo families bel~ve that racism is om~ reason they havr not 
been hrlped . 

"The puF])OSe oi thHe actions is to put tht- EPA and the U.S. 
govtrnment on notice that no longer will communitit~ of color 
allow them to get away with the kind of inj~•tices that have been 
committed against our people," &aid Richard Moore, Co-Chairman 
of the Southwest Network. which is based in Albuguerque. 

Requests and pleas for EPA asslstan~ have "fallen on deaf ears" 
say lhe Southwest Network region~ representatives who signed an 
eight page letter to EPA 1A.drninistrator William K. Reilly dUng 
many examplrs of unegu.al protection and selective enforcemf'nl 
practic-es by the EPA. The letter also calls on Reilly to convenr a 
metling in the southwest within six· days to address the nctwork·s 
concerns. 

'The way priorities are decided and rt'S()Urc.:es a~ used clearly 
drmonstrate that fnstituUon•l rac:ism runs rampant at f.PA," said 
Moo"'. :we have d()(:'Ument~ many cases of how the EPA has 
pla~d a major role in envlronmentil raci!tm by allocating its 
rMources and staff efforts inequitably. for e~amplt', the EPA has 
unly tour staff working on ~tkide probletnll that poisan thou· 
sana~ of farmworkers whiJe they have over 50 staff members 
working to protect predominantly middle-class iamily homeowner& 

•••P••• A·8 

Affairs, called the indictment agam~oL uuu ........... - -· · -

feebJest and most ridiculous and the most idiotic lawsuit ar 
secution that's ever been brought by a U.S. attorney." 

Benally claims he did not arrive at the scene until ~fter d 
with police was over. He Nid the Indictment is pc 
motiv~ted and one-sided because it chargn •·practically 
campaign statf of P~ter MacDonald" without charging his · 
oppoMnts . 

LeNora Fulton, another of thOSC' indlctrd Tuesday, al" 
not to have arrived at the stene until nearly an hour a 
1ioting began. 

'When J got the~, cverythins had happened," she said. · 
the news people were already there. J just kind of went 
started taking picturer; like they were doi~ and taping things.' 

Fulton is charged with distributina plastic handcUffs ciilll• 
icuffs" to MacDonald's supporters shortly btfore they 1 
meeting area for the tribe'• aCiministration and finance bulle 
site of the riot . 

She denied the allegation. 
''l would never consider doing something like that." she 

believe in abiding by the law myself. I may not ~ witf 
r~spl'ct it." ... ,., 
Transportation·· of rc 
By MERVYN TILDEN 
Speciiill to Navajo Tfn\es 

GALLUP - On Thursday, Ju­
ly ZS. Senator Gloria Howes, 
D-McKinley District 4, and 
SC'nator John !)into, D-San 
Juan/McKinley District 3, both 
spvnsorrd a W.l.P.P. meeting 
with focus on altematr desig­
nated routes at the Gallup 
Chamber (I{ Commerce Jn 
Gallup. N.M . 

ThC' Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant is a research and 
development facility of the U.S. 
Depoiiirlment of Energy that Is 
designed to demonstrate the safe 
geological disposal of defense­
generatrd radioactive waste. The 
project is located 'in southeastern 
Nrw Mexico, 26 miles east of 
Carlsbad. 

1-40, from the Arizona·New 
M~ico bordl'r is one of the 
proposed designated routes thilt 
would affer:t thr G•llup 
McKinlry County ~rea and resi· 
dents once tht trilnspurtation of 
the radioactive malerial!i began. 

SPnator Howes said, "We 
were hearing .a lot of questions 
from t·oncerned citizens so w~ 
dfocidecf tn gel the experts iJ\ 
hert. 

"I think we should have more 

see P••• A·B 

t 

Chris Wentz, N.M. 
the public: during tl 
entation. (Times pho 
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EPA accusea ot ·env•ror•r••t:•••a• I U "-' 1_. • • • 

from pa.e A·_, 
trom radon contamination.'' he added. 

· ·w~ know that people of color in the u.s~ suffer dispropor­
tionately from toxic contamination. In the Southwest, our lifest:yl~ 
are in jeopardy - the water we use daily for religious ceremonies 
and watering crops is polluted, our land is tainted by ur.anium 
<ipills . We are paying the hishest price from pollution with increas­
ed health problems and we're tired of it.'' Moore declared. 

··If toxic contamination by the miJitvy or big corporations occurs 
on or near Indian reservations, or in Chicano or African American 
communities, we are among the last to be informed about the 
dama~e caused to our health. our land and our way of life. We're .a 
luw priority for the U .S. government, and clean up efforts are slow 
in coming. " said Moore in a telephone interview yesterday. 

).1Nue'!i comments are ech~ by many Na\'<li'!~ople who also 
helie\•e they havE.' bf.'l'n treated unfairly by the U.S. Government 
and it~ various agencies that left behind a legacy of toxi.c con­
~amin.atio.n from uranium mining, petrochemical pollution and 
medical waste . 

Oiiicials at thl' l'!avajo Superfund Office confirmed that 
.a~~i!>tance from thr U.S. EPA is slow and and often limited. 

Na\'ajo Supertund staff h01ve been trying to secure clean up crews 
through thr L'.S . EPA r.ince last year for two of the reservation's 
mvM htghly contaminated radioactive sites that may potentiaUy af· 
ll'cl a~ many ~ 500 people . 

last :\:lwember. a Public Health Advisory was issued by the 
Agency tor Toxic Substances illld Disea~ Registzy for two former 
uranium mimng sitl's near Bluewater, N.M., in the Baca Chapter 
wher~ $evt'ral t\avajo families live . 

Public Ht>alth Advisories, which are rare)y issued, are used to 
warn peoplt> of "imminent public health threats" according to Mike 
Gref.'n\'o.•elf at A TSDR headquarters in Atlanta, Ga. 

The Public Heal~h Ad"·isory issued for the Brown Vandever and 
Desiderio uranium mining sites indicated there were "significant 

CHINLE BOARDING SCHOOL 
CHINLI! AGENCY 

P.O. BOX 70 
MANY FARMS, ARIZONA 14531 
TELEPHONE (60U 71J-622t 

Chinle Boarding Schoo& at Many Farms, 
Arizona will be enrolling Kindergarten 
through 8th grade students for School Year 
1991·92. 

Chinle Boarding School will again operate 
KintiP.r~tarten Proli!ram for day students. 

environmental hazards to human health" because ol the presen~ of 
r.k!ioactive mine waste-s and toxic oheavy metals. 

The report, issued in November, 1990, recommended that local 
Navajo fami~ies be informed of the possible health consequences of 
radiation e)C.posure and th.at radiation detectilon devices be used by 
residents to esti~te the r.ldiation exposure received . 

The Public Health Advisory also noted thai, if necHSary, local 
Navajo families should be removed from the site until the public 
health haz.ard was removed. It went on to wy that correction 01 the 
health hazard should occur in the "most expeditious manner" con­
sistent with federal and slate environmental protection and radia­
tion protection Jaws. 

But "expeditious" is not the word Harry Desiderio would use to 
describe dean up efforts at his family's home: Instead of the pro­
mpt action that they hoped for, the ~iderio family has been 
frustrated by a lad: o{ action on the part of federal. Slate and tribal 
officials to take action to protect them from radiation exposure. 

Except for regular visits from the Navajo SuperfUnd staff who 
update them on what is happening. Desiderio says many of the 
technicians and officiab \'o.Tho came to take soil and water samples 
have failed to make good on promises they made to cle.an up the 
mine tailings that his children play in daily. or to fill the SO..foot 
pits left behind by Santa Fe Uranium and Hanosh Mines of Grants, 
N .M. 

"All these technicians from the EPA came here wearing rn.1sks 
and protective dothing to take sample§. They put radiation 
measuring devices in our hom~ and toJJ us we were in danger. But 
we already knew that from several years ago when they first came 
around. We've been trying to get help for a long time," said 
Desiderio as he warned his young children to step away from the 
treacherous pit that lies within 100 yards of his house . 

"If we were white people, I thi11k this would have been cleaned 
up a long time ago, .. Desiderio remarked. ''I just w.ant someone to 
give me one good reason why no one will help us." 

Although the findings o( data collected by the Navajo Superfund 
Office, Navajo EPA and federal officials were serious enough to 
warrant the issuancr of a Public Health Advisory, no clean up ac­
tivities have be-en initiated yet. f.PA officials say an action plan has 
been formulated and is aw~ting approval by Washington olfici.al&. 

"We just got word today that the Region IX EPA plans to start 
dean up efforts 900n," said Guarav R.ajen, a hydrologist with the 
Navajo Superfund Office Jn Window Rock. "It's good that we're 
finally gelling some action on the Desiderio/Brown Vandever site, 
but this is only one of hundreds of cases like this around the reser­
v.ation," he added. 

Joanne Manygoats, Navajo Superfund Director, acknowl~ 
thai the program has oa bja job ahead. Fonned in 1988, the program 
performs site inspections aad environmental health assessments at 
ur.anium mines, &beep dips. waste dumps and other sites throughout 
the reservation. The program makes recommendations to the U.S. 
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environmental hazards to human health" because of the presence of 
rac!ioac:tive mine wastes ilnd toxic huvy metals. 

The report, issued in November, 1990, recommended that local 
Navajo families be infonned of the possible health consequences of 
~tion exposure and truat radiation detection devices be used by 
residents to estimate the radiation exposure received. 

The Public Hulth Advisory alsO noted that, if necessary, local 
Navajo families should be removed from the sile until the public 
health hazard was removed. lt went on to say that correction of the 
health hazard should occur in the "most exreditio~ manner" con­
sistent with federal and state environmenta protection and radia­
tion protection laws. 

But "expeditiousH is not the word Harry Desiderio would use to 
describe clean up efforts at his family's home: Instead of the pro­
mpt action that they hoped fOI'. the Desiderio family has been 
frustrated by a lack of action on the part of federal, state and tribal 
officials to take action to protect them from radiation exposure. 

Except for regular visits from the Navajo Superfund staff who 
update them on what is happening, Desiderio says many of the 
technicians and offidals who came to take soil and water samplfi 
have failed to make sood on promises they made to clean up the 
mine tailings that his children play in daily, or to fill the 50-foot 
pits left behind by Santa Fe Uranium and Hanosh Mi11es of Grants, 
N.M. 

HAll these technicians from the EPA came ~ wearing masks 
and protective clothing to take samples. They put radiaiion 
measuring devices in our. homes and told us we were in danger. But 
we already knew that from le'Yeral years ago when they first came 
around. We've been trying to get help for a long time," said 
Desiderio as he warned nis yowtg children to step away from the 
treacherous pit that lies w1thin 100 yards of his house. 

··u we were white people. I think this would have been cle.ned 
up a long time ago," Deside-rio remarked. "] just w~nt someone to 
give me one good reason why no one will help us." 

Although the findings of diita collected by the Navajo Superfund 
Offiu, Navajo EPA and f~ral officials were seriotlS enough to 
warrant the issuan~ of a Public Health Advisory, no clean up ac­
tivities ruave been initiated yet. )::PA officials say an action plan has 
been formulated and is awaiti.ns approvilJ by Washington officials. 

'We just got word today that tM Region IX EPA plans to start 
clean up efforts &oen," s.aid Guarav Rajen, a hydrologist with the 
Navajo Superfund Office in Window Rock. ult's good that we're 
finaUy getting some ilCtion on th~ DesideriolBrown Vi.ndever site, 
but this is only one of hundreds of case& like this i.round the reser· 
vation." he .added. 

Joanne Manygoats, Navajo Superfund Director, acknowledged 
that the program has a big job aheild. Fonned in 1988, the program 
perlomu site inspections and environmental health ii.S6essments at 
u.ranium mines, sheep dips, waste dumps and other sites throughout 
lhe reservation. The program makes r«ommendations to the I ! S 

As..oci..ltioo for U!e paSl tl:uee yur!.. 
Dr. Peterson h.as exten.sive man•gerial ~perienu, having served as Ex· 

ecutiv~ Director of the lndiil~ School Boards As~cio~tion for thirteen 
yurs prior to moving to Arizona in 1988. 

Peter'50n is knowl~geable of various edutiltional i~r.ues within the il.lle 
as well as n.ational trends impacting the education process and eduCiiltion.ll 
delivery systems. 

Dr. P~ter,on will assume responsibility tor mano~genal over­
Biaht/coordination to association tundir>nr., including implanenting 
asaociOIIfion goals and objectives: serving .s .c1n otficioill spok.espuson lor the 
ASBA; ~~Yintaining board mernber.atup leadership programs as wrll iiS 
ovenHi"8 a full ran~ oi servtces 1 o owmber boards . 

Arizona School Boards Association is a statew1de <>rg.aniu11on pr->viciing 
seTVices to tha 225 Ari:z:ona schc..-..•1 boards rerrt'Srnun~ ne.uly 1.000 school 
board members and mDI"f' •han 600.000 •lu.:k-nr .. . ASBA na .. ~ Stilfi uf 
eleven fulltime employees. 

Nakai aHends NMT mini-course 
SOCORRO, N.M. - Tracy Lynl\ ~akai oi jumoc "' A~1<:c Hi~h School 

oittend~ a mrni-course in computer science o~t New Mt'xico T«h in Socorro 
trom June 16·21. 
~kai. the ~ughter of Ervin lee and ~lary Lou r-.:akai. Wti one of 

nineteen s.tudents who attendl'd the computer ~ci~nce mmi-course. The 
mini-course w.as one of six mini-courses oliered this ~mmer ~~Tech. 

The courses in computer science, electncal engineering, environmental 
~~T~sir-ring, mining and geological enginening, and petrolrum engineering 
ue offered to lugh scho~ students the summer brlween their jumar and 
senior years. 

The courses. taught by Tech profes.son ~nu grad~oace stud..-nt>. uher high 
school students tht- opportunity to h:perience col!el!'." lifr <IS well olS in· 
traduce the students to a field o4 science through c1&:is hours. lolb hours, 
field trl~. and hands-on e)(perience. 

nw students who attend the mini-courses are selected un tlw ba~ eM 
iiCademic ach~nt. Inionnation ior thr cuunt:s i5 ~ent to high school 
student& who have shown an interest in attending Tech through ~ten of 
!RCJuily ~r through American College Testing and Scholastic AptJtude T~t 
tnformalton. 

New Mexico Tech. a state-supported umversily, oiien Nc:-hdor's, 
!~\titer's, and doctoral degrees in various dise~pli.ne. Ill science and 
engineeriJI&. 

EPA on which sites should be included on the Niltional Priorities 
List, the nation's most serious hazardous waste sites. 

"Tm ~zed that for all these years existing agencies never did 
anything about the serious health hazards created by all of these 
sites" Manygoats said . 

"We need to look at the toxic contamination is!.ue from many 
levels iracluding the environment. health. economic and wcial 
welfare angles. I think what is nt'eded is a summit m~ling between 
the U.S. EPA, Navajo EPA. ATSDR. Indian Hl'ahh Servict. BlA 
ilnd aD agencies dealing with the Superfund pro.:e;,s." 

'"As a sovereign nation . Wt.' have a r~ponsibiliLy to ,,ur ~ava]o 
people to do somethin~ db,,ur tracking Lhe ht-<~hh pr<)blem~ nl the 
people affected by contaminated site ... Wt" mu,.,t alsu ~el an t:Jo.ample 
for tough regulation and pwsecution ot pullalcr:. •)n the Nav.1ro 
N~tion "ch .. c~-..·~AA 

., 
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Donald indicte~nocent victimy 
t A-1 
' sovcmment spokesman Duane 8eyal -.id the wait By VALE R J E T A LIM AN from brain damqe. 
ts has been long and frustrating. CHA VEl The open pits have also taken 
hether you support MacDonald or 1\ot • .felt that Special to Navafo n- a toll on her ll\ratock. Accor-

happened on July lO, 1989, and that someone ding lo Mrs. Desiderio, half of 
ed toJusti~." h~ said. "What this Indictment and ALBUQUERQUE - Jenny her livestock have died over the 
al wi do ls finally hul the sore that has been in Oftiderio counted of( on one yeare from drinking con-
va;o Nation for two years now." hand the number of relatives she laminated rainwater that pools 
t .wfth~ut having checked tribal JM!rsonnel policiee, h:as lost to cancer and other in the many pits surroundln& her 
11strahve leave for cul'l'ft\t tribal employees who daseases associated with eiCposure home. Navajo Superfund of-
ould be appropriate given the seriousness of the to uranium. She is the matriarch ficials believe the •nimals may 

of the Desiderio .Family that have died after ingesting heavy 
ind of supervisory action wiD be takeet mnains to resides next to huge uranium pits metals leached from ores Into 
1. and open mine shafts left behind the pits. 
;,me 250 MacDonald supporten occurred in the by mining companie11 that '1 had a ram that cUed just last 
months after the Navajo Tribal Council suspend- plundered their land when her week," said Mn. ~o. 

chainnan. children werestill small. "Some men in white coati came 
uspenslon. the first-ever of a Navajo chairman. Her 6l0n, Harry. who worked around and took tissue from ~ 
~timony before 1 U.S. Senate invntigating com- in Grants area uranium mines ram, but I don't know where 
ly from his son and a former business ~rtner, for 22 years ;md now suffers they were from. They never 
MacDonald in numerous instances of corruption from siUcosis, rt'members the even told me who they ~rt." 

b\astil\8 that used to occur she complained. 
ion and replacement by m interim adminit.tration without warning when he was a ''My grandchildren are ~red. 
ibal memMr5. During much of thia time, Mac- boy herding sheep. All these oflidals came around 
:he reservation dec:larirlJ hit fMoa~n~, and de- "They didn't even warn us and put equfpawnt in our houiii!S 
I both the council'11 a~1on ~ subsequent tribal that they wer. going to bla1t on to '" how much radiation we 
iing tM decision to suspend him. any certain day. w~ used to just are e!Cpoted to. We seen them 
\e indictmmt. MacDon .. Jd h~d memnss at his run for cover and pray we wearing their protedive gear 
lans for his taking back the chairmanship, which wouldn't get hit," he remembers. because they're afraid of beina 
•rters occupyina the tribe's adminiatration and fj. The home of a neighboring contamined. But we live here 

relative even ~ars the sc:an of a enryday wlthO\lt any protec-
-e the riot. the indJctment says, Donald DenaRy hole tom in the roof by a huge tion," she said, shaking her 
chairman Raymond Nakai a fake letter from the chunk of ore that landed there head. 
·ffice which suppotcdly cleared MacDonald of during one of the blasts. 'Tm tired of waiting for h~Jp. 
Rdoing. The Desiderio mining site is a We''Ve beflt everyw~re to at.k 
l that he- had such a letter at a MacDonald rally series of open-plt areas ranains for hel~. We even wrote !etten 
lacDonald urged the crowd to join him in taking from 30 to SO feet jn depth and to the Presidv!t. Pot awhile we 
mment. length. No restricted access to thought 50mething was soi.na to 
r of the riot, MacDonald attempted to forcibly the pit& has ever existed which happen when they told us they 
.he tribe by relnstatin& th~ fired Nnajo police allows children and gra~in3 would relocate us. But not¥.nf 
gg, and ordering him to ulill! the police to rer;tore shct:p to wander Into these ever happened - just talk, 

Donald was in violation of a tribal court order 
rain from interfering in tribal govenunent while 

g mused to act on MacDonald's directive, 
,rt~n began to march toward the tribal ad· 
•nce buildlns. 
!den clubs and allep41y actina as a "security 
~supporters were met by one police officer, Lt. 
l.ao a•ked il they were planning to demonstrate 

indictment, 17 people overpowered Hawkins, 
his patrol car, broke into his c.r and pulled 

service revolver. 
nes Dickson. reportedly used the gun to shoot 
!e in the J~. Let returned fire, hlttins Dickson 

nold Begay. was also shot and ~Ded by poUce 

e~ indicted with taking the lll!rvke revol'lers 
r officers. 
lUegedlv assault~ ...n•J. .. a .. I... • .... •· ..f· • • 

areas. ob5erved Mrs. Otslderlo. 
J~y Desiderio says she lost a "But I gave up on them. I'U 

grandson fn a sledding accident probably just di~ here," she !lllid 
that occurr.d one winter in one quietly. 
of the pits. She was told he died 
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